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Tell us what’s happening in your neck of the woods! 
Submit your stories and reflections for the next 
BoscoNews to bosconews@salesianym.com. 



Leadership Retreat was an indescribable feeling. A home 
that welcomes, a school that prepares for life, a parish 
that evangelizes, and a playground where friends meet. 
All of these are tools to start the perfect fire. At MLR, we 
were more than nine schools at a retreat, we were (and 
continue to be) a family where love is the oxygen the 
flame needs to burn. Since John 4:8 says that "God is 
love,” the love we feel is more glorious than we could 
possibly imagine because God's love is the spark. Absorb the love. Absorb the joy. Don't just stand by. Actively 
join in -- because the Salesian spirit is not taught, it's caught. 

My family is small, of four. Our family is large, of thousands. My strength is minute, I am weak. Our strength is 
mighty, we move mountains. My love is eternal; with our strength I am able to love our family. We are Joy. We 
are Love. We are Salesian! 

Pia Valbuena 
Immaculata-LaSalle HS 
Miami, Florida 

Pia just attended the March Leadership Retreat.  
We asked her to write about her experiences with 
joy during the MLR earlier this month. 

How does one walk among a whole student body burning with a Salesian flame and not feel 
the warmth? It is impossible! We inspire and invite each other until we get so close to the 
Lord – we are ignited with the spirit. That small flame then spreads to every inch of our soul 
and soon we are blazing with a blistering light, an infectious joy. 

Watching this joy engulf the people at the March 

Above: Part of the MLR Young Team just before the 
retreat begins on March 4 in Stony Point, NY. 

Right: Fr. Bill teaches the MLR participants about 
“Mountain Dew” as he shares about his vocation 
as a Salesian Priest on Wednesday morning. 
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into Fr. Manny Gallo’s office and know that I will leave in 
a better mood than when I entered. There is something 
about the welcoming nature of the Salesians in general 
that helps spread a joyful mood. I just recently got back 
from the March Leadership Retreat, and I don’t think that 
I have ever experienced so much joy in such a short 
period of time. Everyone that was there, participants and 
those running the retreat alike, all embodied the idea of a 
Salesian Home that Welcomes – we were a group of kids 
f rom places as far as Miami, FL, and Ramsey, NJ, but that did not stop us from all becoming great friends.  This 

idea of all of us being part of one family of about 100 people really spread the joy throughout the group.  

Now that’s the joy I see in my Salesian family, but in my own family joy makes me think of time spent with my 
cousins and family during the holidays. Especially with Easter coming around, when my mother’s family always 
comes over to our house for the holiday. I can’t help but to be filled with joy that I am able to see all my cousins 
again. My family mostly lives in Rhode Island so our visits are limited and usually brief, but every year the 
whole family crams into our house and then the fun begins. My time spent with the family truly is joyful, we 
constantly are laughing and joking around with each other as if we had never been apart. The weekend 
consists of some very competitive games of card games such as spoons or signs, and what kind of a family 
get-together would it be without some embarrassing stories?  But I am incredibly grateful that every year I can 
look forward to the joy that my family helps to bring me during the Easter weekend. 

Cormac Malley 
Don Bosco Prep HS 

Ramsey, NJ 

We asked Cormac to reflect on his MLR 
experience and how it relates to the Joy of our 
celebration of Christ’s Resurrection this Easter 

Sunday. 

The Salesian family truly embraces the idea of joy and being joyful. From my experience of 
having gone on various retreats, like the Come and See weekend and the March Leadership 
Retreat, and just constantly being around the priests and brothers at school, I can definitely 
feel and see the joy that these men and women are constantly spreading to the people 
around them. Regardless of the kind of day that I am having, I know that I can always go 

Above: Salesian Cooperators (and husband-and-
wife of 46 years!) Denis and Jeanie Cahill, share 
about their vocation to marriage and the Salesian 
Family. 

Left: Our “not-so-official” group photo as the 
retreat starts to wrap up on Thursday afternoon. 
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things, like St. John Bosco was.  But what is joy? Where 
can we find it? Why does joy often seem so hard to find 
in the midst of struggle?  I think that joy only comes 
when we put our struggles into perspective.   Jesus had to suffer in order to be crucified, in order to be buried, 
but also, in order to rise again.  The cross is inevitable.  There was definitely a long journey that he endured in 
order to get to resurrection day, and the same is true in our own lives.  Lent reminds us of our struggles, but 
Lent also makes Easter taste a little bit sweeter in the end.  The promise of the resurrection is unfailing-- joy is 
always there if we look for it-- but also when we embrace our struggles and find hope in the notion that we 
have a God who loves us enough to take us past Good Friday. 

Death has no power over us.  Darkness and sin have no power over us.  It was a long and difficult forty days in 
the desert for Jesus, and it was a long and difficult forty days for us during Lent, but Easter has come! There is 
always light after the darkness.  Trust in Him and the power of the Resurrection.  

Do not abandon yourselves to despair. 
We are the Easter people and hallelujah is our song! 

- Pope John Paul II - 

Kelly Finn 
Mary Help of Christians Acad. 
North Haledon, NJ (Alum) 

Happy Easter! On this day, the first thing that comes to my mind is how joyous we should be 
because of the Resurrection.  Jesus is alive, not only today, but everyday: in the people we 
meet, in the experiences we have, and in our hearts.  Easter brings a whole new sense of 
hope and joy, knowing that we have a God who went so far as to send His son to Earth to be 
with us and love us, but also, a God who loves us enough to come back for us when we fall 
away from Him.  

As Salesians, we are told that we must be joyful in all 

Hallelujah, He Is Risen! 4 



During this week, we celebrate memorable events of 
Christ’s passion. Our Lord has given us great strength 
and courage this Lenten season. He has given us Pope 
Francis, who will be celebrating Holy Thursday mass with 
young inmates. Holy Thursday marks the beginning of 
our three day celebration of Easter, known as the 
Triduum. This is one of the biggest celebrations remembering Our Lord’s last supper, the body and blood of Christ shared with 

us and given up for us. Our Lord showed great humility as he washed his disciples’ feet as a powerful message 
that we are here to serve one another, and that we are all equal. Pope Francis’ symbolic gesture of humility for 
Holy Thursday reminds me of Don Bosco and the Salesian family.  

The Salesian spirit is all about living and working as a community, allowing us to grow in faith. It is the 
difference I can bring to the world around me, and most definitely the love I can carry forward to the youth, 
especially the poor. It allows us as a community to have an active presence amongst the young by teaching 
them how to be better disciples of God.  

We are to be the true image of God, and Don Bosco has encouraged many to let Jesus come alive in our 
hearts, minds and actions, allowing our young to comprehend the true meaning of serving our Lord, serving 
him with great eagerness and joyful enthusiasm.   

I have encountered God in the young I have worked with, and thanks to them--  I’ve been able to see and 
discover the fullness, beauty and wonder of God’s love that is available for each and every one of us. 

Claudia Bertagno 
Maria Ausiliatrice Parish 

Montreal, Quebec 

As we celebrate the last week of Lent, we celebrate the joy of our Lord’s glorious and 
victorious entrance into Jerusalem, where many gathered to praise and worship Jesus by 
laying down palm leaves before him. This great feast, Palm Sunday, marks the beginning of 
Holy Week, which we recognize also as the most somber time of the year. 
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our God. Many times, I have been reminded of the 
presenter’s line, “Refresh yourself with JOY.” I carry this 
JOY with me daily. From greeting students to enjoying a 
laugh with teachers to the student who shares a joke of 
the day with me, I know it is important to refresh myself 
with JOY regularly.  

It was not until 2 years ago that I officially experienced 
the JOY of the Salesians. I have experienced JOY at a 
catastrophically new level. JOY in the Sisters we have 
here at Saint John Neumann Catholic High School in Naples, FL; JOY in the Salesian students and faculty; and JOY 
in song, Adoration, and prayer. I have also found JOY in finally learning the meaning of FMA, SDB, MLR, OLR, 
ETC, ILS, MHCA, AOL, XLT, and our addition of NFN (Neumann Fun Night). The JOY of the Y.A.C.H.T. (Youth 
and Christ Helping Together) Club at Saint John Neumann as we set out for “Cruises” to serve others in the 
community including the young, elderly and the poor. The JOY of the young people as they lead others in faith 
filled experiences. One student, after returning from ETC at LaSalle in Miami said it accurately when he said, 
“Everyone is so happy.”  We are blessed beyond measure and we should be thankful for the many gifts in our 
lives. 

We are constantly reminded of the fragility of life and the importance of finding God’s presence in our daily 
lives. Recently, I was told of the passing of former LR participant, Jillian Gorman. This young woman from 
MHCA was in the first small group of my LR experiences. In our small group, she was a constant example of 
strength in difficult times as she battled several health issues. She always spoke with such JOY of the role the 
Salesian family played in her life. Jillian was an example of JOY to me. She taught me to appreciate life and 
see happiness and JOY in even the little things in life.  

From the JOY of a sunrise or sunset for those in the South-- to the breakthrough of the sun on cold days for the 
northerners-- we are constantly reminded of the presence of God in our lives. Recently, with the naming of our 
new Pope, JOY radiated the hallways of Saint John Neumann Catholic High School. From student 
announcements of “the smoke is white” to “Habemus Papam,” students recognized the importance of this 
significant day in history. Many find great JOY in watching the TV coverage, reading articles and finding photos 
as we all continue to learn more about Pope Francis.  

May we all find JOY in the Easter season as we appreciate the many gifts in our lives and as we are reminded 
to “rise up” like Christ rose from the dead. Rise up from hardships, difficulties, burdens, and rise to new life 
filled with the JOY of Jesus Others and Yourself. Take time for God through prayer, the Eucharist, and quiet 
reflection. Enjoy God’s blessings in nature, take a walk, go fishing or build a Don Bosco snowman. Find JOY in 
others as we meet our neighbors, ARK (Act of Random Kindness) someone, pray for others, or participate in a 
service project. To find true JOY, we must also remember to take time for ourselves. May we all remember that 
if we do not take time for ourselves, we cannot be expected to help others. May you, your families, and the 
entire Salesian community unite with others throughout the world as we join our hearts in the JOY-filled 
remembrance and celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. Happy Easter! 

Ms. Shelly Raley 
St. John Neumann HS 
Naples, FL 

Shelly is the Campus Minister at St. John 
Neumann, the newest Salesian high school in the 
Province!  She also teaches Religion and loves 
cheering on her student athletes – Go Celtics! 

JOY, a simple three lettered word with impact way beyond its simplicity. One of my first 
powerful images of JOY as an educator was at a teacher workshop. The presenter 
encouraged each of us to take a bottle of JOY soap and place it near our sinks at school. In 
times of difficulty, stress or hardships, we could go to the sink and wash our hands with JOY 
and be refreshed with the JOY-filled presence of our families, friends, peers, students, and 
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Young people want to be joyful. They love joyful events, 
and they like to be with joyful people. Joy happens to be 
a Salesian virtue. To teach this virtue, all Salesians ought 
to be people of joy. It is a core tenet of the Preventive 
system. Our vocation is to live joyfully and be apostles of 
joy. Don Bosco always said, “It is easy to be joyful.” If we 
promote the Gospel and live it, and if we teach our young 
people to pray and encourage them to frequent the 
sacraments (especially reconciliation and the Eucharist) 

and to live good Christian lives, we are bound to live the Christian virtue of joy. I love what the Italians call joy: 
“La Gioia.” When I think of it, it makes ripples of joy in my heart and mind. 

An ‘Easter’ spirituality of joy is ‘action that develops a positive attitude of hope in both the natural and 
supernatural resources of the person and present Christian life as a path to happiness,’ (from SDB, Australia-
Pacific web page).  

When Dominic Savio joined Don Bosco at the Oratory, Don Bosco proposed to him a youthful spirituality that 
captivated him and simplified for him a life of holiness in adolescent language, “Here, for us, sanctity consists 
in being always cheerful.” This made Dominic Savio choose the motto: “Serve the Lord with Joy,” and he began 
to live by it day after day. This motto became the motto for the St. Dominic Savio Club in the 1970’s in our 
country. Indeed, it captivated over 90,000 members who vowed to live this joy in their classrooms, playgrounds 
and elsewhere. I’ve adopted this motto for my plan of life, “to always try to be cheerful in meeting people, 
especially the young.” 

I always tell people, if you want to experience, see and hear joy --  come to a Salesian-run parish, youth centre 
or Salesian Leadership Retreats (JLR, OLR, MLR) and you will witness joy that is sincere, fun and uplifting. 
Don Bosco’s many catchy phrases and sayings capture this joy. His words, “Run, play, sing, dance, but do not 
sin,” and “A Salesian centre without music is like a body without a soul.” These quotes really sum up our 
presence among the young. This joy leads us to God. I think Don Bosco was inspired to give us these words 
from the scripture, John 15:8-11: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be 
complete.” 

I hope, as you enter the Easter season, you will experience the joy of the Risen Christ in your daily lives, and 
share it all.   

A Blessed and Joyful Easter! 

Br. Bernie Dube, SDB 
Salesian Boys & Girls Club 

East Boston, MA 

Originally from Maine, Brother Bernie has been a 
professed Salesian brother for more than 40 

years.  After spending many years in Toronto, he’s 
back in the US, living and working in East Boston 

Easter Sunday and Don Bosco seem to have a close connection. It was on Easter Sunday, 
April 12, 1846 that Don Bosco celebrated holy mass and moved into the Pinardi Shed with 
his boys, thus beginning the Oratory. Don Bosco’s sanctity was officially recognized by the 
Church on Easter Sunday, April 1, 1934 when he was canonised a Saint at St. Peter’s 
Square. Don Bosco became the first to be proclaimed a saint on an Easter Sunday. 
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abundantly.” 

The festivities of the day were, indeed, abundant. At 
10am, Melissa Werthmann, Mistress of Ceremonies and 
alumna of Mary Help, kick-started the day with a welcome 
worthy of a standup comedy act, and sent the schedule 
into full swing with a morning keynote given by Bob Rice, 
professor of Catechesis from Franciscan University of 
Steubenville. 

Bob Rice effectively set the tone of the day while blending 
hilarious observations with deep insights in his 
“Call to Relationship,” inviting the participants to draw closer to the richness of life that the Lord promises to His 
people.  

By 1:15pm, the content deepened with break-out sessions, which included titles such as: “Healing in the Life of 
the Disciple,” “[Extra]Ordinary Sainthood,” and “Changing the Wold: Missionaries of Joy,” just to name a few.   
And there was something for everyone. One session was dedicated to elementary-aged children, “Building and 
Babbling: Bible Games Galore” with Superhero speakers Brooklyn Boy and Super Girl.  Additionally, the 
downstairs locker section of the school was transformed into a rambunctious carnival, complete with a balloon-
arch entrance and ribbons. The teens particularly favored Brother Steve DeMaio's rap performance of his 
original work. After DeMaio's performance, all would agree that poverty, chastity and obedience had never 
seen such swag. 

One of the obvious high points of the day was APeX Ministries, the internationally known “Christian Vaudeville” 
comedy duo consisting of Brad Farmer and Gene Monterastelli. The Campus Minister very nicely requested 
one thing... that they would “not set any school property on fire.” This request was not completely unwarranted, 
as the performers were known for their ability to eat fire and perform “death defying” tricks. Though they did not 
light anything on fire, Gene and Brad wowed the audience with their amazing juggling prowess, their ability to 
balance chairs on their faces, and other highly entertaining feats.  

The most incredible part of Mazzapalooza, however, was when Jesus Christ, Himself, showed up during Mass 
– and again at Adoration. The day of festivities capped off with a candle-lit holy hour and Eucharistic 
procession, during which the Blessed Sacrament was lit by spotlight and underscored by live instruments. It 
was truly a blessed experience, abounding with the combined talent of the performers and organizers of the 
day, but lovingly over-shadowed by the power of the Holy Spirit. Those who attended Mazzapalooza would 
agree that the day provided the essence of the theme, “Life Abundant.” 

Ms. Rachael Pineiro 
Salesian Domestic Volunteer 
North Haledon, NJ 

As a Domestic Volunteer, Rachel serves as part of 
the Youth Ministry team at MHCA.  She also 
serves as an intern at the Province Youth Ministry 
Office, where she helps with retreats and 
programs, among many other things! 

March 23rd was an exciting day at Mary Help of Christians Academy, with the gymnasium 
decked out in colorful balloons and streamers; with teens, toddlers, and parents amid music, 
breakout session speakers, and comedy acts. This was the first annual Mazzapalooza: A 
Whole Family Festival in the Spirit of Mary Mazzarello with the underlying theme of “Life 
Abundant,” as in John 10:10, “I came so that they might have life and have it more 
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“Did you see that girl? That little girl? I couldn’t believe it!” 
Father Manny Gallo, SDB, was breathless after returning 
from Granada’s city dump where entire families scavenge 
for recyclables. “She broke my heart, that little girl…” 

That was one year ago. No one knew that a year later a 

team of students from Don Bosco Prep in Ramsey, NJ and Salesian High School in New Rochelle, NY would 
be building a home for that once nameless toddler from the dumpsite.  

Her name is Flor de Maria; one of the world’s billions who lives on less than two dollars a day; and one of the 
billions who has the power to ignite a fire of compassion and joy.  

Flor and her family were the central focus of the trip, inspiring the building project and invigorating a growing 
sense of Catholic Social Justice back at the DBP campus. A likeness of Flor’s face was printed on hundreds of 
social justice T-shirts made by students calling on Salesian schools to purchase Fair Trade uniforms as a way 
to help the poor. This year, her face will be transformed from a symbol of crushing to poverty to one of joy and 
solidarity. 

In addition to building Flor’s future home at the newly established Momma Margaret Foundation, the student 
missionaries visited Salesian schools throughout Nicaragua. “It really is Don Bosco’s Oratory. We’re at the 
Oratory!” commented one student just before the Good Night Prayer at the Colegio Don Bosco in Granada. “I 
get it now. I get how Don Bosco saw God in the joy of kids like this, even kids like us.” 

The students also brought school supplies to two Building New Hope schools, visited the Casa Alianza 
orphanage, helped Los Pipitos – a school for handicapped children – move into a new building, and visited a 
Fair Trade cotton cooperative associated with the Jubilee House Community. 

“This is it guys; this is where faith meets works. And remember, the mission doesn’t end after this week,” 
exhorted teacher and DBP alumnus, Michael McLean. “We didn’t just come to help; we came here to be 
affected and to be changed and to share in a celebration of something enormous.”  

The ripple effect of humility, inspiration and Salesian passion is already being felt back in New Jersey and New 
York. Don Bosco Prep is currently planning its Social Justice Week, which will highlight the trip’s activities and 
explore new ways of realizing the Gospel of Joy and the Salesian Spirit. 

Mr. Mike McLean 
Don Bosco Prep HS 

Ramsey, NJ 

This February nearly thirty-five students, parents, teachers, and clergy experienced the 
Gospel of Joy and the Salesian Spirit during the Third Annual Mission Trip to Nicaragua. It 
was a week that changed lives, challenged perceptions, and brought a new chapter in a 
compelling story of solidarity and social justice. 
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for us at the dumpsite. Children, younger than me are 
working in hazardous fumes, dangerous garbage, and 
choking smoke to make a little more than 2 US dollars a 
day. These conditions are despicable and put nay of the 
complains into perspective. While I am complaining about 
to much homework, or not being to go out late. Children 
here are suffering and scraping to survive. 

Mike Stec 
Salesian High School 
New Rochelle, NY 

This is Mike’s journal reflection from Day 2: 
Today’s events truly put the entire mission trip into perspective. Meeting Flor de Maria’s 
family and viewing the conditions she lived in, truly gives this trip a personal purpose. 
Unfortunately she is only one of many others who live in such poverty. This was illustrated 

Spanish we could. I finally met the famous Flor who was 
adorable and loved to be held but wasn’t much of a 
talker. We ended our visit with distributing toys and a 
adios. 

After another bus ride we arrived at the dump site which 

Ossie Eskar 
Don Bosco Prep HS 
Ramsey, NJ 

As we pulled the dirt road to this family houses we saw feces covering the street and stray 
dogs walking about. As we walked off the bus we were instantly greeted with hospitality. The 
family was composed of two sisters and their eleven children who all lived in what looked 
like a baseball dig out made with metal instead of wood and the extra section cut out for 
extra “fresh air”. We met all the kids and tried the best to speak the best broken 

looked like it was covered in ash on ash on ash which came from the burnt trash. There was a strong wind 
blowing dust onto your eyes which left me half blind since I forgot my glasses. We did not much interaction with 
the people here since they were working but sometimes I watched over as a new truck load of trash came and 
the people swarmed around collecting what they could sell, burning the rest. Also, there were big birds flying 
overhead and bulls and cows randomly walking about. We talked to a lady who told us after a day of working 
through trash they would make under $1 a day. We ended this visit with distributing food and work gloves to 
smiles and generous gracias.  
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is here!  And, the school year is almost over!”  This past 
season of Lent, however, was a bit unique for the 
Catholic Family.  Most notably, we experienced the 
unanticipated resignation of our beloved Benedict XVI, 
and the historic election of our new Holy Father, Pope 
Francis, the first Supreme Pontiff from the Western Hemisphere.  From that moment on, it is my firm (though totally unscientific) 

conviction, that we as Church have been living a tiny bit of the our Easter joy a little bit earlier than usual.  
During his brief but dynamic two weeks as successor of St. Peter, Pope Francis has truly captivated the world, 
both Catholic and non-Catholic alike.  While no one person (not even Jesus, himself) is able to please 
everyone, our Holy Father has genuinely seemed to augment the spirit of joy amongst the faithful, and even 
non-believers in a very distinctive way. 

Certainly, his affectionate embraces (hugs, kisses, and even thumbs-up) of the masses that gather to glimpse 
him, listen to him and pray with him-- are admirable, but they are far from unheard of.  We would certainly be 
remiss if we tried to compare our current Holy Father with his predecessors in such a way that would somehow 
diminish their service and ministry to God’s people.  Yet, it is not out of place or inappropriate for us to 
acknowledge and appreciate the unique gifts and contributions that each Supreme Pontiff brings to the Church.  
God gives to His Church and to the world, the shepherd it needs at that time in history.  Pope Francis, it would 
seem, has inspired a tremendous amount of Christian Joy (even amongst those who may not have been as 
fervent in practicing their faith) by his particular emphasis and way of living out Christian Charity. 

I have told you this so that my joy might be in you and your joy might be complete. 
This is my commandment: love one another as I love you. 

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
John 15:11-13 

Charity comes from the Latin word caritas, which means love.  The relationship between Christian Joy and 
Christian Charity (or Christian Love) is an intimate one that is very much at the heart of our Easter Celebration.  
During Easter, we celebrate how our God’s love conquered our sin, our weakness, death, and evil itself.  We 
celebrate not only the fact that Jesus was willing to and did, in fact, suffer and die for us.  We celebrate the fact 
that that very sacrifice did not end in death, but in new life, a new life for us, in Jesus Christ.  And, how can 
that not fill us with joy! 
Our Holy Father brings so much joy to so many, because what he shares with the world in a very personal way 
is not only his love of God, but the very love of God that fills his life.  The joy others experience is not born of 
the man baptized Jorge Mario Bergoglio, who is now called Pope Francis.  It is the joy that comes from 
meeting Jesus through the acts of kindness of this man, who has given his life as a gift to God and His people.  
From the moment of his election, Pope Francis has placed the exercise of charity (or the sharing of God’s love 
with others) at the heart of his papacy.  In his homily during his Mass of Installation, he stated: 

 
(continued on next page) 

Fr. Abraham Feliciano, SDB 
Province Delegate for 

Youth Ministry 

In my experience as a priest, but also prior to my ordination as a lay Catholic, my general 
observation has been that Lent is often perceived as sort of a reserved, somber period 
during which we prepare for Easter by holding back a bit.  We seem to temper our joy and 
celebratory spirit, until Easter Sunday arrives, when all of our pent up joy, and youthful 
energy and enthusiasm can be released in glorious celebration.  “Jesus Christ is risen!  
Spring 
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“Today, together with the feast of Saint Joseph, we are celebrating the beginning of the ministry of the new 
Bishop of Rome, the Successor of Peter, which also involves a certain power. Certainly, Jesus Christ conferred 
power upon Peter, but what sort of power was it? Jesus’ three questions to Peter about love are followed by 
three commands: feed my lambs, feed my sheep. Let us never forget that authentic power is service, and that 
the Pope too, when exercising power, must enter ever more fully into that service which has its radiant 
culmination on the Cross. He must be inspired by the lowly, concrete and faithful service which marked Saint 
Joseph and, like him, he must open his arms to protect all of God’s people and embrace with tender affection 
the whole of humanity, especially the poorest, the weakest, the least important, those whom Matthew lists in 
the final judgment on love: the hungry, the thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick and those in prison (cf. Mt 
25:31-46). Only those who serve with love are able to protect! . . . Let us protect with love all that God has 
given us!” 

Whether from the inspiring words of his homily or his charitable deeds, such as the beautiful decision to 
celebrate Holy Thursday Mass in a juvenile prison in Rome, where he washed the very feet of its young 
inmates, Our Holy Father is a shepherd who communicates to others God’s love and joy. 

In a sense, while Christian Love manifested in these acts of charity and the resulting joy are something to truly 
marvel at, they are also very much a responsibility and a commitment for each and every single one of us.  If 
we really have met Jesus, experienced His love, and are filled with the joy that comes from this experience, 
then how can we not share it with others?  Our experience of the Paschal Mystery (Jesus’ suffering, death and 
resurrection), if it is genuine, cannot be confined to the Easter Triduum or the Easter Season.  If we are 
sincerely filled with the love of God and the joy of being his disciple, then Easter is necessarily a daily lived 
experience.  In our daily lives, as filled as they are with trials, difficulties, successes and celebration; we as 
disciples, with Our Lord and Savior, suffer, die, and rise again.  As our Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chavez states 
in his Strenna for 2013, “In this sense, the joy we experience here below is an Easter gift, a foretaste of that full 
joy we shall possess in eternal life.” 

Therefore it is incumbent upon us all to take to heart our Pope Francis’ message from this past Palm Sunday, 
where he reminded us all that each of us is called to be joyful and to love like Jesus: 

“And here the first word that I wish to say to you: joy! Do not be men and women of sadness: a Christian can 
never be sad! Never give way to discouragement! Ours is not a joy born of having many possessions, but from 
having encountered a Person: Jesus, in our midst; . . .Christ’s Cross embraced with love never leads to 
sadness, but to joy, to the joy of having been saved and of doing a little of what he did on the day of his 
death. . . . all of you know very well that the King whom we follow and who accompanies us is very special: he 
is a King who loves even to the Cross and who teaches us to serve and to love. And you are not ashamed of 
his Cross! On the contrary, you embrace it, because you have understood that it is in giving ourselves, in giving 
ourselves and in emerging from ourselves that we have true joy and that, with his love, God conquered evil.” 

As we rejoice in our Savior’s victory over sin, death, and evil, let us commit ourselves to joyfully share the love 
that motivated Him to win for us our place in eternity; and in doing so, bring His Love and Joy to the rest of the 
world, especially those so desperately in need of it. 

Good “Night”, and God bless you! 

The Salesian "Good Night" is a tradition begun by St. John Bosco's mother, Margaret Occhiena Bosco during her time 
assisting her son in the very first Salesian Oratory.  Practiced throughout the Salesian World today, the "Good Night" 
is a brief thought or message usually shared at the end of the day or at the conclusion of a Salesian gathering.  Its 
purpose is to not only provide “food for thought”, but also to offer the Salesian Family a focus, a theme, or a point of 
reference that assists in discovering the deeper meaning of the day’s activities and events.  It is a way to become 
more sensitized to God’s action in our daily lives.  By Don Bosco's own definition, the Good Night was the "key to 
good moral conduct, to the good running of the house, and to success in the work of education". 



Salesian Youth Ministry Seminar 
April 13, 2013 | Stony Point, NY 

Join us for this day-long seminar offering formation and training in the style and method  
of Don Bosco’s approach to youth ministry, focusing on Salesian Formation and Accompaniment 

For more, visit: salesianym.com/ssw.html 

Salesian Family Day at Six Flags 
May 11, 2013 | Jackson, NJ 

Join your Salesian Family for a day in the park full of faith, fun, fellowship, and food! 

For more, visit: salesianym.com/salFamilyDay.html 

Young Adult Retreat 
North: May 17-19, 2013 | Stony Point, NY 

South: May 24-26, 2013 | Tampa, FL 

Weekend retreat for young adults 18-23, out of high school for one year! 

For more, visit: salesianym.com/yar.html 

Gospel Roads Summer 2013 
Gospel Roads I 

(intended for high school students) 
New Orleans, LA     June 15-22 

Washington, DC    July 6-13 
Tampa, FL    July 6-13 

Toronto, ON *    July 20-27 
Stony Point, NY     August 4-10 

Gospel Roads II 
(intended for youth & young adults, 18 and over) 

Long Island, NY    June 8-15 
Port Chester, NY    June 22-29 

Chicago, IL    August 11-18 

For more, visit: www.gospelroads.org 
* Please note, GR Toronto is limited to Canadians only * 

50th World Day of Prayer for Vocations 
April 21, 2013 

Join the Church to pray that young men and women will have the courage to answer God’s Call 

From our Holy Father Emeritus, Pope Benedict: “I hope that young people, who are presented with 
so many superficial and ephemeral options, will be able to cultivate a desire for what is truly worthy, for 
lofty objectives, radical choices, service to others in imitation of Jesus. Dear young people, do not be 
afraid to follow him and to walk the demanding and courageous paths of charity and generous 
commitment! In that way you will be happy to serve, you will be witnesses of a joy that the world 
cannot give, you will be living flames of an infinite and eternal love, you will learn to “give an account of 
the hope that is within you” (1 Peter 3:15)! 


