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We reflect on the  Salesian call to find God in our 

everyday lives. 

Would you be interested in writing or submitting a photo 

for a future issue of Bosco News? Please send your 

contact information to: bosconews@salesianym.com.  
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myself as we provide a foundation and purpose for 

our young Christians as they live their lives in Christ 

and our Salesian mission.  My first month here, nearly 

complete, has been enhanced with the presence, 

talents and team work of my colleagues, who have 

not only tolerated my endless array of questions, 

suggestions, objectives and strategies but have made 

me feel warmly welcomed.  
 

I was born in Guayaquil, Ecuador and relocated to New York at the age of 

4 along with my parents, an older brother, and my twin sister.  We settled 

in the Bronx where my parents owed their home for over 30 years.  I 

attended our local public schools and attended City College of New York 

where I majored in Journalism.  My first job out of college was as an 

administrative assistant and after grooming my skills at several companies 

worked for Charter Financial for 14 years.  While there I transitioned from 

my role as administrative assistant to documentation specialist and 

continued my career in financial institutions for the next 6 years.   

 

During that time I married and had two wonderful children, Robert, 7, and 

Nina, 5, which have been the most wonderful blessings of my life and have 

given me countless rewards with their love and laughter and plainly 

speaking, awakening the child in me.   

Doris Bisaccia 

Administrative Assistant 

Office of Youth and  

Young Adult Ministry 

New Rochelle, NY 

Happy New Year 2014!  As most people begin their New Year with goals and promises to 

challenge themselves, I start this New Year with praise and joy to have started a new path in 

my career with the Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry here in my hometown of New 

Rochelle.  My role as Administrative Assistant to Father Abraham is a promise to challenge 

Matthew 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you” 

Although my destiny is now to continue raising my children as a single parent, I believe that my prayer to God 

to put me in a place that would bring stability and peace to my family was answered when by chance I came 

upon this position.   With all my experience in corporate America I would have never guessed the difference in 

starting a work day with a prayer and an intention (along with a blessing from Father Abraham).  As we begin 

the daily task of our mission, I hear my mother’s voice who, being a good Christian mother, taught me to 

“always keep God in your heart and ask him to help you through your day”  

 

1 Thessalonians 3:12  “And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as 

we do to you.” 

As I settle into my new position in our ministry, I find that my place here  

nurtures and strengthens me in my duties and in my belief in God, Jesus  

and devotion to Mother Mary.  Added to the many dimensions of my life as  

mother, assistant, friend and sister, I can now add on soldier of good, as I  

help our ministry to bring God’s Spirit to our young.  So my contributions  

and commitment continue as I impart the lessons I learn from our ministry 

to my children to guide and raise them with peace and God. 

 

As my new year starts I look forward to making new friends and having  

new journeys; journeys of the mind, soul, spirit and heart.  
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I was born was born on June 16, 1981 in Hanover, Ontario 

to Jim and Pat Zettel. Both of them were Catholic school 

teachers in their working days. I have a younger brother, 

Michael and younger sister, Jessica. I had the honour of 

celebrating my brother's wedding as a deacon two 

summers back, and will have the same joy as a priest this 

year for my sister. I attended Sacred Heart High School in Walkerton. The year I graduated, 2000, there was one 

of the worst water contamination tragedies in Canadian history with Walkerton as the source. Google it. After 

graduation I attended St. Jerome's University, one of the five “Church Colleges” at the University of Waterloo. 

With three other Catholic/Orthodox roommates we rented a house and lived an impromptu religious life.  

It was my first taste that I was being called to the priesthood as a Religious.  

  

I first met the Salesians in 2001, while at university. Through a providential  

meeting of a parishioner at St. Benedict Parish in Toronto, I met the Salesians.  

From that time on Br. Bernie Dube took the lead in helping me navigate the  

early steps of Salesian life. I entered the formation program as an aspirant in  

2002. In 2003 I began pre-novitiate in Orange, NJ. I was a novice in  

Farnborough, Hampshire, UK along with three other British novices and  

made my first profession in 2005 at St. Benedict Church in Toronto. After my  

first profession  I returned to Orange, NJ for further studies at Seton Hall  

and the post-novitiate program.  

Fr. James Zettel, S.D.B. 

 Coordinator of Youth Ministry 

St. Benedict Parish 

Etobicoke, Ontario, Canada 

First – I am delighted to be back in the Province after these past years of theology abroad. 

Whether we have met before or not, I am most grateful for all the prayers and support. To 

be now in full time Salesian and priestly ministry in my home nation of Canada is a 

tremendous joy. 
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I then went to Salesian High School, New 

Rochelle, NY for practical training (2007-2009).  

This was two years of intense and enjoyable  

work and prayer with the Salesian High boys.    

From 2009 to 2013 I was enrolled at Studium Salesianum Theologicum in 

Jerusalem, Israel where I studied theology for the S.T.B. degree. Here was an 

overwhelmingly deep encounter with the land of Jesus and Scripture.  

  

I was ordained a deacon in Bethlehem, Palestine along with 11 other Salesians 

and Missionaries of Africa on June 9th 2012. I was ordained a priest on June 

29th 2013 in New Rochelle, NY, at Holy Name of Jesus Parish by Cardinal Oscar 

Rodriguez.  

  

Now in my first priestly assignment I work with a team of highly competent 

young adults, Foster Kwon and Mariel Cabrera. In collaboration with Fr. John 

Puntino and Fr. Mike Pace we help coordinate the Salesian Youth Movement in 

Canada through the office at St. Benedict in Toronto. 

  

Let us continue to pray for one another.  Save souls and make saints! 
 



I was asked to reflect with you on one element of 

Salesian Youth Spirituality, namely, “Finding God in 

Everyday Life.”  My sudden change of plans on this 

Sunday morning is a perfect example of this Salesian 

approach to our shared Faith Journey.  Like St. Joseph  

in today’s Gospel who suddenly has his bride to be “with child” and who has to readjust his life to God’s plans!  

Such is the first way of finding God in everyday life: to be open in a faith filled way to God’s surprises! 

 

In the bigger picture of the world of today, and especially for young people, finding God in everyday life is 

neither obvious nor easy.  I give you an example from our social and cultural milieu here in Montreal.  At the 

Elementary & High School level, our school system now offers a general study of religion rather than a Catholic 

Catechetical course.  This tends to produce a type of confusion & leveling of the whole religious universe.  At 

the level of College and University Education, the Catholic Faith is often unjustly criticized and easily 

condemned in science, philosophy or sociology courses.  Late teens and young adults develop a shyness and 

discomfort about manifesting their belief.  There develops an unconscious suspicion that our Faith is neither 

true nor relevant.  “Finding God in Everyday Life” is therefore no mean feat!  It’s almost as if God has been 

relegated somewhere outside of the real world and daily concern. 

 

It is with this type of background that over the past three weeks Fr. Tito Iannaccio & I have been offering what 

we call here “Faithspace Moments” to the younger Catechism children, the teens and the young adults.  For the 

children a pre-Christmas Mass was celebrated during Catechism time; for the teens and young adults Christmas 

  

Fr. Richard Authier, S.D.B. 

Executive Director 

Salesian Youth Centre  

Montréal, Québec, Canada 

A stormy Fourth Sunday of Advent finds me snowed in at the Don Bosco Youth 

Leadership in Montreal.  An invitation to do Confessions in a neighboring Parish has had 

to be cancelled because of the bad weather.  But, when a door closes, a window usually 

opens.  I suddenly have time to share these thoughts with all of you linked to Bosco 

News!  I begin by wishing all of you a Holy & Joy filled Christmas.  Be assured of my 

prayers for all of you at my Christmas Mass. 

  

5 

Prayer Services were offered.  In both cases our fundamental message 

was the Christmas message.  “For God so loved the world that he gave 

his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

may have eternal life.”  We tried to insist upon the fundamental truth of 

our Faith that God “became Man”, that God is “With Us”, that God “came 

down on earth for us”.  All this to hopefully lead the children, teens and 

young adults to the realization that God is part of Everyday Life, that He 

is not distant, that God cares.  If some of them went home with that 

belief reinforced, maybe they will be able to start Finding God in 

Everyday Life! 

 

Like Pope Francis invites us in “The Joy of the Gospel”, we also tried to 

transmit this message of the closeness and relevance of God “with great 

joy”!  The Holy Father writes: “His message brings us joy: “I have said 

these things to you, so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 

be complete” (Jn 15:11).  

 

May we all be joy filled evangelizers in the footsteps of Jesus and Pope 

Francis.  God bless all of you! 
 



seeing God even in the toughest times.  

 

Bl. Laura Vicuña was born in Santiago, Chile, in 1891; 

during a Civil War. When Laura was two years old, her 

family moved from Santiago to the countryside to try to 

escape the violence. During this time, her father passed 

away. In order to try to provide for Laura and her baby 

sister, her mother began to work as a seamstress. In 1899, the three moved again; but this time to Argentina. 

When they first went to Argentina, the family moved around a lot! Finally, Laura’s mother had met a wealthy 

landowner named Manuel Mora. He asked Laura’s mother to live with him, and in return he would provide 

them with security. Living with this man also allowed Laura’s mother to be able to give her girls a proper 

education.  

 

Katie Nicosia 

Aspirant 

Daughters of Mary,  

Help of Christians 

North Haledon, NJ 

We all come from somewhere; no one’s life is exactly the same. We all face 

experiences that bring great joy, as well as trials that bring us sadness. When things 

go well it’s easy to see God; but when they’re challenging, seeing God can be a little 

harder. Even though seeing God’s goodness during tough times is hard, it’s not 

impossible! Blessed Laura Vicuña knew this. In fact, it is what she lived by – actively 
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The Salesian Sisters had opened a school 

in the same town that Laura lived in. 

Laura and her sister were both able to 

attend the school. While at school, Laura 

loved the Sisters very much! It was there 

that she learned of God’s love, and it was 

there that she let herself be surrounded 

by it. She was always there to 

help those around her, and she was 

looked on as a leader by her peers in 

school. It was the example of the Sisters 

that made Laura want to be one herself! 

This made Manuel very angry. He 

became so angry that he beat her, and 

he stopped paying her tuition for school. 

The Sisters offered her a scholarship so 

she could continue to attend the school.  



.   

 

Laura often prayed for her mother; that she would find 

God’s friendship and mercy. One day while Laura was 

praying she offered her life for her mother’s. Laura truly 

believed that love is stronger than death, and that love 

creates and maintains life.  The winter in Junín of that year 

was very harsh and Laura became sick. Every day, she grew 

very weak, and was eventually taken home from the school. 

Her mother stayed by her side night and day. During her 

final days, Laura revealed to her mother what she had done; 

she told her mom that she was happy to die because she 

was dying for her mother. When her mother heard this, she 

broke down, and begged both God and her daughter for 

forgiveness. She promised to change her life and to start 

again. On January 22, 1904, Laura Vicuña passed away after 

being weakened by her illness, and the injuries she received 
from Manuel.  
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Laura didn’t have an easy life by any stretch of the imagination, but what made Laura so extraordinary was 

her love. She loved God above all else. No matter what was going on, she always prayed, and she always 

put her trust in God. She loved her mother very much too. It hurt her very much to see her mother suffer, 

and to know the environment that her mother was in. Through all of the pain, Laura always relied on God.  

 

Sometimes when challenges are put in front of us it can be hard to have faith in God. When people hurt 

us, or those that we love, it isn’t always easy to love them back. If we look at Laura’s life, it gives us a good 

example of how to truly live for Christ. There are going to be times in our lives that will test our faith in 

God, and our love for others. In times of trial it’s important to remember Laura’s example. Laura lived for 

Christ; she lived to spread His love. Despite everything at home, Laura was a role model in school. She was 

always willing to help and was a friend to everyone.  

 

I think it’s important to look at Laura Vicuña and use her as an example. Our situation may not always be 

as extreme as Laura’s was but it doesn’t change what she has to teach us. Laura was a kid; she wasn’t an 

adult with power, and she didn’t experience a huge conversion.  

She was a normal girl who strove to love God and those around  

her whole being. When things get tough, remember Bl. Laura  

Vicuña and how she lived her life.   

 

We can’t always choose the people in our lives, and we can’t  

choose the experiences that they will bring us. What we can  

choose is how we deal with them. With God, all things are  

possible. When life gets tough, remember Bl. Laura Vicuña;  

remember how she loved and pray for the strength to do  

the same, it’ll make all the difference.  

 



people who loved Christ  that made me want to have Him as 

the center of my daily life. Doing so has changed the way I 

live my life today.  

 

The Confirmation program in our church is a two year 

program during your freshman and sophomore year.  At first,  

I really wasn’t into the program, I just went because I had to. When they told me I had to have a sponsor, I 

couldn’t think of anyone. On a school trip that began with Mass and then an apple picking excursion, I met the 

person who would not only play a very important role in bringing me to Christ, but would also end up being 

Katie Church 

Class of 2014 

Mary, Help of Christians Academy 

North Haledon, NJ 

“We do not have to be perfect to come to Christ. We come to Christ to be perfected.”  

  

My freshman year at Mary Help I was quite a different person. I had very little faith and I 

was easily lead by the world around me. I didn’t open my heart to the Lord. I was scared. I 

made my mistakes and I didn’t think I could ever be loved.  It was making friends with 
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my Confirmation sponsor. The night before the trip I had 

been involved in a party where there was a lot of 

drinking. A lot of mistakes were made that night by a lot 

of people and the next morning came with me getting a 

total of 32 minutes of sleep. I was in no mood to go 

apple picking , but I got up and went.  

 

Needless to say , I was not feeling my best. It was the first 

time I ever fell asleep during a homily. I knew this wasn't 

the Katie I wanted to be. We got to the Orchard and I just 

wasn't happy. One of the chaperones, Rudy, could tell I 

wasn't having fun and came up to me and said 

“SMILE.”  He doesn't know this, but that one word 

changed my life around. I wasn't happy where my life was 

going. Christ wasn’t the center of my life. I know that 
now, and that is why I felt so alone and unhappy.  

Rudy and I became friends and he has become like a mentor to me . His 

simple act of reaching out to someone who was hurting changed my life. 

Through his example I have become involved in the Youth Ministry at my 

school.  

 

My faith has changed and grown so much. I am so involved now and I 

love every second of it. I think that’s the secret to keeping God in your 

life. Getting  involved with activities and people who are also followers of 

Christ. They will keep you moving forward in your faith. I was chosen to 

attend the March Leadership Retreat and was one of the October 

Leadership Young Team Members. I love going to Eucharistic Adoration 

and I always invite new friends to join me. Rudy always encouraged me to 

get involved and I’m so glad I did. Having a true relationship with Christ 

has made me a happier, more confident person. I now live my life with 

gusto with God beside me. 
 



All of the participants of the retreat were enrolled in or 

had already graduated from college. The purpose of the 

retreat was simple in theory: help to bring more life to 

the Movement after Salesian youth go off to college. But, 

as we, the participants, had speculated from our own 

personal accounts, it’s more complicated than that. 

  

The Salesian Youth Movement is a tricky thing to understand. It is not an event, an organization, or even the 

newest dance craze. It is something that is within the hearts of the Salesian Youth, and is the result of the youth 

utilizing that something to help spread or live out the Salesian ideals. This retreat was not the movement itself, 

but rather a way to help rekindle the movement and recapture those who are trying to find ways to be Salesian 

but can’t seem to figure out how because they are no longer connected. This retreat brought us together so 

we could make these connections and help spread them farther to all those who want to be Salesian. 

 

Though the retreat was fairly short, there was no time wasted. Remarkably Fr. Abe and Megan were able to 

pack in the same amount of work, fun, and prayer that is normally incorporated in the typically longer retreats. 

There were numerous hours dedicated to power points presentations, group time, small group time, and even 

personal reflection time; all of which were geared toward trying to use our own talents and resources to help 

solve the mystery of “how to keep Salesian in a non-Salesian environment?”. Of course, being that this was a 

Salesian retreat, there was also a bit of mandatory and even optional fun as well. But rest assured it was equally 

balanced out with the work and prayer aspects of the retreat. 

 

All of the work that was done on the retreat was to draft and submit proposals from different areas, to create  

groups that will be dedicated to helping keep the Salesian spirit. Each group will be open to all people who are 

willing to help, and is created to be by the youth and for the youth, but also with some help from the Salesian 

Youth Ministry team as well. These groups will be the “place to turn” if someone is looking to be amongst 

others who have come from and/or want to be a part of a Salesian community. The groups will try to recreate 

the oratories that we’ve all learned so much about, and hopefully do as much good too.  

Albert Wunsch 

Class of 2013 

Don Bosco Preparatory  

High School 

Ramsey, NJ 

Friday December 20th 2013 was not just any old Friday. Besides being the weekend 

before Christmas, it also marked the beginning of Salesian Youth Movement 

Retreat. The retreat was graciously hosted by the Marian Shrine Retreat Center in 

Stony Point, New York, and ran from Friday, the 20th, to Sunday the 22nd. It was led 

and organized by the great Fr. Abraham Feliciano and Megan Radek, and 

incorporated 20 young Salesian leaders from all over the east coast, all chosen 

based on their own past histories with the Salesians. 
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As part of the Salesian Youth Movement: Pennsylvania 

Chapter, I am very excited to help find the other Salesian 

youth in the area and give them an opportunity to be 

amongst others who share the same ideals. I hope to do a 

lot of good with this group and hope that people come 

and join us in the movement! If you are interested in 

finding groups like these, you can contact the Office of 

Youth and Young Adult Ministry for more information on 

the Salesian Youth Movement in your area! 
 



My own introduction to Don Bosco’s vision and mission 

came in 1997 as a Salesian Lay Missioner, working with 

street children in Ecuador.  As I returned to Ecuador 

again and again through the years, I saw young people 

hearing that same question – “Would you stay with Don Bosco?” – and responding in many ways.  Older 

adolescents and young adults who had outgrown their Salesian high schools or youth groups sought ways to 

live out the Salesian charism as young people in the world.  There was a longing for the sense of community 

and the Salesian family that they had experienced as children and teenagers, along with a need for a new way 

to live it out as they transitioned into the adult world. 

Megan Radek 

Salesian Youth Movement Coordinator 

Office of Youth and Young Adult Ministry 

New Rochelle, NY 

“Would you stay with Don Bosco?” 

 

Over 150 years ago, Don Bosco asked that question to a group of young people who 

had grown up with him at the oratory in Valdocco.  Their resounding “yes” to that 

question was the beginning of the Salesian congregation.  For Salesian young people 

today, that question remains. 

 

Starting in Latin America and 

spreading throughout the world, a 

movement grew from these young 

people who wanted to stay with Don 

Bosco.  Known as MJS, Movimiento 

Juvenil Salesiano, (in English, the 

Salesian Youth Movement), it is a 

movement by the young and for the 

young.  It brings together young 

people from diverse backgrounds 

who want to grow deeper in the 

Salesian charism.  It provides 

opportunities for Salesian formation, 

community-building, prayer, service, 

and of course, Salesian fun.  

Throughout Latin America, MJS has 

become a way of uniting diverse 

groups of young people, and 

providing a structure for their 

participation in the Salesian family. 
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text 

Here in the U.S., many young people who participated in 

Salesian schools, parishes, and oratories fall in love with the 

Salesian charism.  We experience the joyful spirituality of 

Don Bosco and Mother Mazzarello.  We see Christ in all 

aspects of the oratory: home, school, parish, and 

playground, and we want to bring the Gospel to the world 

in the Salesian way.  This December 20-22, a group of 

young adults gathered in Stony Point, New York, to make 

plans on how to live out the Salesian Youth Movement in 

the United States.  Graduates of Salesian high schools and 

members (or former members) of Salesian parishes, these 

young people came together to lay foundations for the 

development of the Salesian Youth Movement. 
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In true Salesian style, it was a weekend of prayer, fun, and some 

hard work.  Participants analyzed their needs and those of their 

peers: how they had grown in their faith since their time in 

Salesian works, how they had struggled, and where and how they 

hoped to grow.  They identified a need for communities of young 

people, which would continue to form them as Salesian young 

adults and provide a space to introduce other young adults to the 

Salesian charism.  After discussing ideas for ways to structure 

these communities, participants broke into regional groups.  Each 

region developed a specific proposal for a group or groups that 

would address their needs. Though the proposals varied between 

regions, all included regular meetings, spaces for prayer, play, and 

faith formation, and the accompaniment by local Salesian 

communities.  These proposals are currently being prepared for 

presentation to the broader Salesian family. 
 

As we were reminded throughout the weekend, it is an 

exciting time in the Salesian Youth Movement here in the 

U.S., where history is being made and foundations are 

being laid for Salesian young adults in the years to come.  

It was a great privilege to witness the extraordinary faith 

and Salesian joy of our young adults, and see their desire 

to stay with Don Bosco, now and in the future.  It is my 

hope and prayer that their “yes” may continue to transform 

the world, and set other young adults’ hearts on fire with 

love for Jesus and Mary in the way of Don Bosco. 
 



Fr. Abraham Feliciano, SDB 

Province Delegate for 

Youth Ministry 

St. Philip the Apostle Province 

We seem to live in a world that wants to see some sort of proof for virtually everything.  

How often do we hear phrases like, “Show me the money,” “The proof is in the pudding,” 

“Seeing is believing,” “Talk is cheap,” “Actions speak louder than words,” “You need to prove 

yourself,” or very simply, “Prove it!”?  The more formidable or grand the claim or the 

promise, the more proof we logically desire.  
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Without fail, each and every year that I spent in the classroom 

teaching Theology to high school students, there would always 

be at least one student who would ask if it was possible to 

“prove God”, or “prove that God exists.”  More often than not, 

the students would do so respectfully and somewhat timidly, out 

of fear of offending with such a bold, direct question.   

  
Though certainly a challenging inquiry, I usually saw this kind of “interrogation” as an opportunity to witness to 

the very proof that God has given us throughout history and continues to give us in our daily lives, of his 

existence, his love, and his presence.  The test really is not whether or not there is sufficient proof  for God, but 

rather in focusing our attention on the right kind of proof.   
 

The proof of God, though not illogical or irrational, is not in science or scientific research.  The proof of God is 

found in the flesh: 
 

 “And the Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us, and we saw his glory, the glory as of the Father’s 

only Son, full of grace and truth. . . No one has ever seen God.  The only Son, God, who is at the Father’s side, has 

revealed him,” (John 1:14, 18). 
 

The mystery of the Incarnation (when Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb), God’s Word becoming flesh is still 

very fresh in most of our minds.  Though only a few days remain, we are still in the Christmas Season when we 

celebrate the very fact that our God loves us so infinitely and so passionately, that He chose to become one of 

us, and sent us the greatest gift of all, the gift of His Only Son: 
 

 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him might not perish but 

might have eternal life,” (John 3:16). 
 

God did not choose to provide humanity with merely a logical argument of his love or a scientific formula to 

demonstrate how his love makes us healthier.  He went to the very extreme to prove his love in the flesh. 
 

This mystery of the Incarnation, though not scientific is still a fact of human existence.  And, for us, as Salesian 

Family, the Incarnation is incredibly important since it is the very basis of our spirituality and our activity.  For 

us, as Salesian Family, God is not merely located in some lofty place in the Heavens.  He is here with us, with 

you and me in the here and now of our daily lives.  When God entered our world as a newborn child (although 

His presence would change over the course of His earthly life) he did so forever: “And behold, I am with you 

always, until the end of the age,” (Mt 28:20).  In the 2014 Strenna, our Rector Major, Rev. Pascual Chavez, SDB, 

reminds us: 

Salesian youth spirituality sees daily life as the place of encounter with God. The basis of this very positive view of 

daily life and of life itself is faith and an appreciation of the Incarnation. In this kind of spirituality, one shows 

oneself to be guided by the mystery of God who, with his Incarnation, Death, and Resurrection, affirms his 

presence in all of human reality as a saving presence. 

 

  

 

 



For a good number of us, the most eloquent expression of God’s loving presence in our daily lives may very 

well be a particular person, someone who incarnates God’s love for us with their words, action, and presence. 
 

For the young, especially those for whom the beautiful mystery of the Incarnation of God’s Son is sometimes 

hard to see and/or believe, God gave as another gift: St. John Bosco.  Don Bosco was keenly in tune with both 

the reality of God’s constant presence in his daily life, as well as the need for the young to experience this 

presence in their daily lives.  With all of his energy, talents, and his very life, he strove to incarnate in his priestly 

ministry the great love that God has for the young.  Father Chavez once again shares with us: 
 

“There is, therefore, a further practical explanation for the unity of his life: through his dedication to young people, 

Don Bosco wanted to give them an experience of God . . . In a rare fragment of his ‘story of a soul,’ Don Bosco will 

confess (in 1854) the secret regarding the purpose of what he was doing: ‘When I began to devote myself to this 

particular aspect of the sacred ministry, I set out to consecrate all my efforts to the greater glory of God and to the 

salvation of souls, and to work to make good citizens on this earth so that one day they would then be worthy 

inhabitants of heaven. May God help me to be able to continue until my last breath. Amen.’” 
 

Don Bosco wanted all young people to truly experience God in the ordinary of everyday living.  He did not see 

this as an exclusive gift, privilege or right of a select few.  In the midst of normal everyday activity (homework, 

household chores, work, social events, meals, sports, etc.), God is present.  What is needed is for us to open 

ourselves up to that presence, to both embrace it and be embraced by it.  When we live our lives well, full of 

goodness and to the best of our ability, we connect with the God who gives us our very life and sustains us 

each day.  What is more, then we, like Don Bosco reflect in our very selves the singular mystery of the 

Incarnation; we reflect Jesus.  “According to Don Bosco, all that is needed to become a saint is to do well what 

you have to do. He considers being faithful to one’s obligations in life as the touchstone for virtue and the sign 

of spiritual maturity,” (Chavez, 2014 Strenna). 
 

We, as sons and daughters of St. John Bosco, have inherited both the blessing and the responsibility of living 

and sharing his spirituality, a spirituality based on the Incarnation.  We, like our spiritual father, are called to 

incarnate the love and presence of Jesus in our daily lives and to all those around us, especially those in most 

need.  Our Holy Father, Pope Francis offers the very same message to the entire Church in his Apostolic 

Exhortation “The Joy of the Gospel”: 
 

 “True faith in the incarnate Son of God is inseparable from self-giving, from membership in the community, from 

service, from reconciliation with others . . . God’s word teaches that our brothers and sisters are the prolongation 

of the incarnation for each of us: ‘As you did it to one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it to me,’ (Mt 

25:40).” 
 

As we prepare to celebrate the feast of our father, St. John Bosco at the end of this month, let us give thanks to 

God for the gift of the Word-made-flesh, Jesus.  Let us give thanks for Don Bosco, who continues to show us 

the way to Jesus in our everyday lives.  And, let us commit ourselves anew to living evermore fully the gift of his 

spirituality, a spirituality rooted in the mystery of the Incarnation.  So that when the world asks us for proof of 

God, we can answer with our lives. 

(Continued) 
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The Salesian "Good Night" is a tradition begun by St. John Bosco's mother, Margaret Occhiena Bosco during her time assisting her 

son in the very first Salesian Oratory. Practiced throughout the Salesian World today, the "Good Night" is a brief thought or 

message usually shared at the end of the day or at the conclusion of a Salesian gathering. Its purpose is to not only provide “food 

for thought”, but also to offer the Salesian Family a focus, a theme, or a point of reference that assists in discovering the deeper 

meaning of the day’s activities and events. It is a way to become more sensitized to God’s action in our daily lives. By Don Bosco's 

own definition, the Good Night was the "key to good moral conduct, to the good running of the house, and to success in the work of 

education." 



2014 January Leadership Retreat 

January 10 - 12, 2014 

Stony Point, New York 

The Visitation 

An evening of prayer, reflection, music, and friends 

January 18, 2014 

Don Bosco Retreat Center 

174 Filors Lane, Stony Point, NY 
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Celebrating our Salesian Saints and Blesseds! 

 

   January  15    Bl. Luigi Variara 

   January  22    Bl. Laura Vicuña 

   January  24    St. Francis de Sales 

   January  30     Bl. Bronislao Markiewicz 

   January  31    St. John Bosco 

Gospel Roads 2014 

Gospel Roads I: High School Groups 

For more information, please contact 

rpineiro@salesianym.com 

New Orleans, LA: June 14-21 

Tampa, FL: June 14-21 

Washington, DC: July 5-12 

Long Island, NY: July 12-19 

Toronto, Canada: August 2-9 

Gospel Roads II and III: Young Adults (18+) 

For more information, please contact 

mradek@salesianym.com 

GR 2: Port Chester, NY: June 28-July 5 

GR 3: Nicaragua: July 20-27 


