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First, make this banner of

Don Bosco your cover photo!
Go to facebook.com/salesianym,

find the image, and add it to your page!

Share photos of you and your

friends wearing your favorite

Don Bosco gear!
Post it to facebook/com/ salesianym, too!

Even though itõs already the Feast of Don Bosco, you can still pray the Don Bosco 

eNovena !  The daily reflections are available at facebook.com/ salesianym.
Praying the eNovenais simple!  Begin by reading and reflecting on each dayõs quote from Don Bosco.  

Then pray 1 Our Father, 3 Hail Maryõs, and 1Glory Be, followed by the Sign of the Cross, and youõre done!

On the Cover: The Young Team from the 2013 January Leadership Retreat is all smiles at the end of the retreat

March Leadership Retreat
March 4-7, 2013 | Stony Point, NY

School CYMs, please register online:

salesianym.com/mlr2013

Gospel Roads Directors Weekend
April 5-7, 2013 | South Orange, NJ

Salesian Youth Ministry Seminar
April 12-14, 2013 | Stony Point, NY

Formerly called the Salesian Spirituality 

Weekend, this weekend conference will 

offer formation in the style and method of 

Don Boscoõsapproach to youth ministry 

for adults working with young people.

More information to come!





This year Archbishop Shaw High School is celebrating 

the feast of St. John Bosco in a special way since it is 

also the 50th anniversary of the school. 

Archbishop Gregory Aymond will be the main 

celebrant of a bi-school Mass on Monday, January 28, 

2013 in the Shaw high school gymnasium. The other 

school involved and participating is the Academy of 

Our Lady which is an all-girls archdiocesan high school 

administered by our Salesian Sisters. Representatives 

will also be present from our two Salesian parishes in 

the area: St. Rosalie, Harvey and St. John Bosco, 

Woodmere.

Brother Jerry Meegan

Youth Minister

Archbishop Shaw HS

Bro. Jerry is currently the Coordinator for Youth 

Ministry at Archbishop Shaw High School in 

Marrero, Louisiana, but heõs spent time all over 

the province during his years as a Salesian.

The events will include the Mass followed by a pizza luncheon sponsored by the Shaw Forever alumni group. 

After lunch the two schools will return to their campuses and Shaw will have an early dismissal. The Archbishop 

and visiting clergy will be feted to a luncheon with the Salesian community. 

How do we prepare for all this. The faculty, staff and students have been following the novena of St. John 

Bosco over the morning prayer and announcements. Each day Fr. Louis Molinelli , SDB, speaks about an aspect 

of the Salesian educational system and presence following the example of Don Bosco.

From the coordinator of youth ministry emails have gone out to the faculty focusing in on our activities. Each 

quarter a class (freshmen, sophomores, etc.) have an afternoon activity period during the last 82 minute block 

of the day. This means games in the gym or on the fields (and swimming in good weather). Faculty teams 

supervise these activity days.

The faculty teams are reminded of the rationale for our involvement and scheduling of these days. For the 

activity days approaching the feast of St. John Bosco the following reminder was emailed:

This last week of January is Catholic Schools week. Here in the Archdiocese of New Orleans the annual Catholic 

Schools Mass will be celebrated on Thursday, January 31st: the feast of St. John Bosco. The Archbishop will be 

presiding and representatives of all of the schools are present.

This week is also our EAGLE-MANIA spirit week which is coupled with student games and activities during the 

school day, especially lunch period. On the last day, Friday afternoon, there is an Eagle-mania rally in the gym 

in which faculty and students participate in the fun activities.

All in all, this time of January is a looking at our Salesian principles and motivations and seeing our we put 

them into practice on a daily basis.

As we approach the feast of St. John Bosco a reminder of what we are about...

The Rector Major's Strenna for 2013:

Like Don Bosco the educator, we offer young people the Gospel of joy through a pedagogy of kindness.

Archbishop Shaw's Pastoral Plan:

The preventive system of reason, religion, loving-kindness and active presence is the centerpiece of our educational style.

These two principles govern our quarterly activity periods that are set up to allow the class to get together in an -out-of-

the-classroom experience to have fun and bond as a class.

Our job as faculty team members is to facilitate the various activities, and even join in as long as we are also keeping an 

eye on our students. No students should just be wandering around. 

This is our opportunity to be with the students in an environment other then the classroom when we can carry out that 

part of the Salesian system of the family spirit where the playground is a place when friends meet.



Above: Archbishop Gregory Aymond celebrates the 

bi -school Mass to kick off Don Bosco Week.

Below; Archbishop Aymond delivers the homily to the 

combined student bodies of Archbishop Shaw and 

the Academy of Our Lady.

Right , top: Competing in the sack race.  

Right, middle: Students make sure the teachers donõt 

get an advantage in the faculty/student tug -of -war.

Right, bottom: Taking a really gross one for the team 

in the Raw Egg Eating Contest.



The spirit of Don Bosco is alive and well in Brooklyn, 

New York. On Sunday, January 27th, the Bensonhurst 

Cluster hosted a festival in his honor at St. Mary, 

Mother of Jesus Parish and School. Over 300 people 

attended the day: many young children with parents as 

well as older youth and adults who have come to know 

and love Don Bosco in the New York area!

The day began in church with a procession that 

included a banner of Saint John Bosco. This led into a 

welcome by Joe òBrooklynó who initiated the chant, "I 

say Don - you say Bosco,ó and was followed  by a short 

animated video on Don Boscoõslife from EWTN. Then 

the games began, with carnival activities, arts and 

crafts, candy bar bingo, food and music for all ages! 

Kenny Wodzanowski

Youth Minister

Bensonhurst YM Cluster

After working for the Salesians, Kenny founded 

the Bensonhurst Youth Ministry Cluster ða 

combined youth ministry program among 

several parishes in the Bensonhurst section of 

Brooklyn.. Heõs also a proud father and husband!

The faith and fun were surely one, as older youth helped create the environment of joy and optimism, and as 

the words of Don Bosco echoed in the gym, òHave all the fun you can, as long as you donõt sin!ó

Jester Jim, a Youth Minister from Long Island came in, and taught in the old style of Don Bosco, through 

juggling and dynamic animation, bringing forth the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, which we are called to use 

and share with others. His show ended with wonder and awe as he juggled fire! For the rest of the afternoon, 

youth were fed and were able to turn in tickets for snow cones, cotton candy and little prizes. John Chimento, a 

JLR Leader donated his music and supplies to make the day fun for all ages!

The Feast of Don Bosco has become an annual celebration in Brooklyn for the past eight years and is one of 

our most anticipated events of the entire year. Youth from Port Chester, Corpus Christi and Our Lady of the 

Valley in Orange, NJ came to share in the festivities! During the day, a Don Bosco prayer card was hidden, and 

the youth had to find him to receive a special prize.  Don Bosco messages will continue to be shared and 

taught -- whether it is through a 6th grade religion class, or through a juggling exercise at the youth group and 

youth center.  It is our hope that this day of fun may help young people know and come to love Don Bosco. 


