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The Office of Youth & Young Adult Ministry
will be relocating to the Provincial Offices
in New Rochelle, New York!
Beginning August 1, 2013, we will be located at
148 Main Street in New Rochelle.
Our Mailing address will be:
PO Box 639, New Rochelle, NY, 10802

On the cover: Salesian Summer Daze Camp in Toronto
Tell us what’s happening in your neck of the woods!
Submit your stories and reflections for the next
BoscoNews to bosconews@salesianym.com.
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I have gone to Catholic schools all my life, but none of them can be compared to my
Salesian experience at Mary Help of Christians Academy. My four years at the Academy
were some of the best years of my life. At Mary Help, I grew as a person and I truly
developed in my faith. As a freshman, I was intimidated and nervous about what would
await me in high school at MHCA, but little did I know -- I was definitely not prepared for the
unique and incredible experience I would have. At an assembly during my sophomore year,
the principal Sr. Kim said to us, “Mary wanted you here.” It was then that I realized God had
chosen
Help forMary
me and that I had answered His call. He led me
to this awesome place, and this was the first time I
Sophia Hamade, ‘13
thought about the impact of Mary and God in my life.
Mary Help of Christians Academy
North Haledon, NJ
At Mary Help, I was blessed with such an empowering
community, amazing friends, supportive teachers and
incredible faith opportunities. This is exactly what a Salesian education is about. I had never heard of the
Salesians before coming to Mary Help, but now I can’t get enough of them. The experiences that touched me
the most were the March Leadership Retreat during my junior year and the October Leadership Retreat my
senior year. These were the experiences where I truly discovered God and the person He intended me to be. I
was able to meet such amazing individuals who inspired me to continue the Salesian Catholic mission and
encouraged me to be the best person I could be.
These two retreats were not the only events that defined my time at Mary Help. It was everyday I spent there.
It was saying “hello” to the friendly faces in the halls, enthusiastic classrooms, the spontaneous moments of
laughter and silliness, being involved in school activities and just soaking up the happy atmosphere. Now as
my Mary Help days come to an end and my time in a Salesian school is up, I will always remember what Don
Bosco said: “The Lord Jesus will give you the will and the means.” God gave Mary Help to me as a way for me
to grow into the person I needed to become -- just as He gives something to each of you.
Mary Help of Christians Academy is truly a special and unique place, and the Salesians are truly special and
unique people. I am so blessed to have been a part of this incredible family!
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God is good – all the time. All the time – God is good. If you have ever visited a Salesian
school, you probably have heard that call and response. And if you attended a Salesian
school, you frequently and joyfully shouted those responses aloud! Unfortunately, my
time in a Salesian high school has concluded. I am a proud alumnus of Don Bosco Prep
in Ramsey, NJ. I am blessed and proud I attended my school and will share aspects of
that experience.
Anthony Gallo, ‘13 Our cafeteria has a sign which contains a promise the
Don Bosco Prep High School Virgin Mary made to Don Bosco, “I hand pick and choose
Ramsey, NJ every boy that comes through your doors." This was so
true with me! I live 30 minutes away from the Prep and
was called by the Holy Spirit to learn under the Salesians' guidance. It just so happened that the first friend I
made at the school was the jovial Fr. Jay Horan, Director of Youth Ministry. He taught me that just like Mary's
Magnificat, I needed to trust the Lord and start saying "yes" to the opportunities that came my way.
In Youth Ministry, I challenged myself to serve others as Don Bosco did. I brought the morals and principles of
my upbringing as I visited inner city teens to teach them ways to truly be happy, healthy, and holy. Personally, I
fought to preserve my values and choices against a culture that encourages promiscuity and recklessness.
However, at times, I became complacent and reverted to the mainstream. There was something missing from
my Salesian experience.
That something was a Leadership Retreat, the pinnacle of my high school experience. In one of the most
memorable and inspiring weeks of my life, every piece of what a high school experience should be was
fulfilled. I finally understood that I am not judged by my grades, my clothes, my friends – I am judged for my
character. While this message has been preached in Hollywood hits and by parents everywhere, it was on my
October Leadership Retreat that I fully realized what that meant.
I have come to believe that the greatest strides are made when someone steps out of their comfort zone.
Entering Don Bosco Prep, working in the inner city and learning on my Leadership Retreat were all steps
outside my comfort zone, yet I am eternally grateful for each experience. Though it may not be easy, like
Mother Mary, we cannot be afraid to put our trust in God. Like St. John Bosco, serving others and teaching
Gospel values reinforces my Catholic faith. These are the greatest lessons of my Salesian-Catholic education.
Truly, God is good!
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As the pressures of high school melt away and the days slowly get longer, we are rewarded
with the carefree lifestyle of summer. For nearly three months we can simply kick back and
relax, doing whatever we please. Whether this is lounging by the seashore, making s’mores
over a crackling camp fire, or adventuring across the country, summer is a time to enjoy the
playground component of Don Bosco’s oratory. Although it is essential to have fun during
the summer, it is also crucial to give praise and glory to
the Lord. Don Bosco once said, “Run, jump, make noiseMakena Henell, ‘14
but do not sin.”
St. John Neumann HS
Naples, FL
I enjoy using summer as an opportunity to help the lives
of others. This year I am planning to spend my summer
doing Mission work. I spent my first week of summer by driving three hours with my youth group to attend
Catholic Heart Work Camp in Tampa. It was an chance to unite as a parish, make new friends, and do the will
of God by serving those in need. Campers were divided up at random into work groups and sent to various
worksites around central Florida. For the first two days of the trip, my group was assigned to repair the
landscaping at a homeless shelter. Upon arrival at the shelter I was awestruck when I discovered that the
residence there do not live in a concrete, air-conditioned shelter, but rather in 255 tents sprawled out over vast
acres of land.
My team’s task was to repair the muddy road they walk on by spreading mulch across the dirt. As the
temperature steadily rose, so did our desire to simply give up. We were covered in dirt and our bodies ached
all over. However, it was the unending kindness from the residents that pushed us to keep going. Although they
were homeless and had nothing but basic living essentials, each of the residences would walk past to just say
hello or to thank us for our hard work. Their kind-heartedness strengthened us and I could feel God’s love
through their presence.
Although there was lots of difficult work to be done, we also experienced a ton of excitement. We played with
children at a local boys and girls club, beat the heat by racing through sprinklers, rode horses, and even had
dance parties each night to celebrate God’s love. By doing service projects and mission trips I hope to be seen
as a servant of God and make an impact on others. As a Salesian, I want to show people that we can enjoy our
faith and do the will of God but also have fun at same time. Summer is the perfect occasion to do so!
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It’s easy to see God when you go to Catholic School, but to continue to keep God with
you throughout the summer is difficult. No human being is watching over you and making
sure you do the right thing, no one is looking to make sure that what you do is proper
and within the idea of what a student should be doing, and so in that it can be easy to
lose perspective and push God to the side. However, there are plenty of ways for
you to still be able to have fun, and keep God close to
Tony Mussali, ‘13 your heart.
Salesian High School The number one activity students look forward to is the
New Rochelle, NY free time to hang out and chill with their friends. Friends,
though, can be the biggest influence in turning away
from God. Most people will follow what their friends want to do, and enjoy what they are doing, but to some
people, even friends, fun things are not always the right and moral things. There are a few solutions to this
problem. First, always have an alternate option to do, this way people have a choice, and it opens up the idea
to do the better one. Second, don’t follow, but lead. You should not do anything you don’t feel comfortable
doing just because your friends will think it’s fun. Make it known that you don’t want to follow in the activity, and
be able to stand up for it, and if your friends don’t follow you in making the right decision, then they probably
are not truly your friends. Third, meet new people who you know are going to have fun and moral activities to
do, and then invite some old friends to join in on the activities. It’s a great way to keep God with you, and still
enjoy not only the comfort of your friends but the new people who are all around you.
There is a saying from a Salesian priest I know very well. Fr. Patrick Angelucci was the director/president at
Salesian High School in New Rochelle when I was in attendance there. Before every vacation, he would
always remind us of a simple, yet powerful, quote from St. John Bosco: “You don’t need to do the wrong thing
to have a good time.” And that statement cannot be more true! Just because you have the option to do the
wrong thing, there are plenty of activities to do that are just as fun, if not more, that are fun and moral, as well
as keeping you close with your relationship to God.
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Summer: the pools open, barbeques get fired up, Frisbees get tossed, skin gets tanner (or in
some cases burnt). It's a time for “fun in the sun”, but also a time for “fun in the Son”.
Whether people realize it or not, having a good time is one of the easiest ways to meet
Christ!
At my parish, St. Thomas More, our youth group summer sessions become a place where
kids can meet every other Monday night. It gives them
Ruthann Monsees
somewhere to be, somewhere where they can enjoy the
Youth Ministry Team
company of others in a way that doesn't lead them to
St. Thomas More Youth Group
temptation. Our summer nights become full of laughter,
Hauppauge, NY
Frisbee games, music (live or on somebody's random
stereo) and then capped with a good night from one of
the adults. Often times, new high schoolers will be brought by friends during the lax summer sessions and end
up staying for the more structured nights during the school year!
It's all about the bonds that are created on the playground. They are like no other. On the “playground” we can
regain our childish, wide-eyed wonder of the world: we can once again realize that we are the children of God.
Just like in kindergarten, when we become friends in two seconds, I see this happen a lot during the summer.
For instance, at the pool I lifeguard at, kids are almost always willing to share their toys/ noodles with others,
even if they have never met before! At the beach the same thing happens, strangers turn into friends over a
game of kan-jam or just by digging a hole together. There is a sense of friendship and belonging that ties
people together.
If God is love, then when better to witness and take part of that love than when enjoying the company of
others. To me, Christ really shines through others while having a good time. Growing up with five siblings, it
was when we were hanging out together that really brought us closer. Sitting around a bonfire, jumping waves
in the ocean, playing Sevens, going for a bike ride... anything was an opportunity to grow deeper in our
relationships. And most of the time, we didn't even realize! We were too distracted by our fun to see that
something more was going on: we were becoming better friends and better people just by being together.
And if we able to deepen our connections with others, then we are simultaneously deepening our connection to
God since He dwells in each of us. During the summer, it becomes an even bigger task to share Christ's love
inside ourselves. Schools are out and kids come playing everywhere. We can bring help them to meet God first
by being aware of our actions and words since they will most likely tend to imitate. But also by including them
in games. Show them the love they may or may not have ever experienced. I've heard it said to think of Christ
as if He was really my friend. When I enjoy the company of others, I realize that He truly is because He is in my
friends.
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Having fun can come in many different ways; great times can come in the occurrences of
daily life or in extraordinary moments of life. The truth is that having fun doesn’t necessarily
mean committing sin, which is just a skewed perception of fun that we are fooled into
believing. A great way to have fun and glorify God this summer is by having an open attitude
about things and by just being yourself with those around you. By being yourself,
you are using what God has given to you and you are
Ronald Chauca sharing it with others.
Pre-Novice This can be exemplified by the Oratory, one of the most
St. John Bosco Parish fundamental elements of the Salesian tradition. The
Chicago, IL Oratory is a great way for me to encounter Christ,
because I am able to see the beauty of the gifts that God
gives to each one of us through sports such as
basketball, soccer, etc. Through sports, music, art, or
any other activity, we can share our gifts and talents with
others, even if we are not the best at them. Don Bosco
knew this and saw the Oratory as an essential
component
in the Oratory, the youth are allowed to be
building relationships and bringing the youth toward Christ.
Through
themselves, which helps me to get to know them in a more complete way.
Ronald first encountered the Salesians at St. John
Bosco Parish in Chicago. He is currently in
formation to become a professed Salesian, and is
currently preparing to begin his pre-novitiate.

When I am taking part in any activity of the Oratory in my parish, I find that it is a great way to be a role model
for others by setting an example in good sportsmanship or any other way that reflects virtue. In this way, I am
able to communicate an informal lesson of showing that fun can be practiced in a healthy way. Thus, an open
attitude about things and just being yourself with those around you is a great and simple way of making new
friends and having an awesome summer time!
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The other night I was reading a book on St. Mary Mazzarello and the author was stating that
when the Daughters of Mary Help of Christians moved to Turin, some of their first
interactions with girls were during the sisters’ recreation time. He offered the following
information on the importance of this time as well as it unique quality to the Salesian
charism:
We must repeat that in the male and female Salesian
world, recreation is not optional, but prescribed. The
1878 general meeting of the superiors would establish:
‘Recreation must be lively and cheerful.’ A sister during
recreation is a sister who is serving effectively, like a
sentinel at her post. Mother Mazzarello did not only
assist at the games and noise, but took active part and
drew others along with her (147 St. MM The Spirit of JoyDomenico Agasso).

Ms. Kelly Schuster
Teacher and Youth Minister
Don Bosco Cristo Rey
Takoma Park, Maryland
Kelly just completed her third year at DBCR. She
started there as a Salesian Domestic Volunteer
and has loved working with the Salesians so
much that she will be an Aspirant for the Salesian
Sisters beginning in August.

So we see here that the idea of recreation was not just
optional for the sisters and that indeed their foundress
took just as much a part in the fun. This should ring true for those who know something of Don Bosco’s
oratory: an element of “fun” is not an add-on, it is an integral piece of the whole. This element of the Salesian
charism is we call the Playground. It is the place where friends can meet and where young people can “run,
jump, skip, and play but just don’t sin,” as Don Bosco would remind them. In Salesian Youth Ministry today, the
playground is as vitally important as it was for Saints Don Bosco and Mary Mazzarello.
The playground’s importance and centrality to Salesian Youth Ministry stems from its inexplicable link with joy.
I have seen some of the hardest-faced students break into giggles and laughter as they try to ice skate for the
first time. I have seen more formal teachers come alive while competing in the tug-of-war. The reason why
this kind of time is essential is because when we play, we exhibit joy. Unlike “misery that loves company” and
drags people down; joy unites and draws us up closer to Christ wishes that “my joy may be in you and your joy
may be complete” (John 15:11).
When we are truly having fun, we find it difficult to keep those walls up that divide us. Why do you think we
have such things as icebreakers? It’s to help tear down those barriers we build so that we might truly be who
we are in front of one another. But the playground is not only organized games or activities, it is any informal
time spent with the young where joy and laughter is present. The playground is so essential that is should
inspire and infuse the other oratory criteria as well. There should be a little joy and fun in the classroom, in the
invitation to prayer, and in the gathering as family.
Don Bosco was so inviting because he provided the boys with a place to be joyful and to be vulnerable. And
as stated in the above text, during recreation, the sisters could man their posts and spot out other girls; but
girls could also witness the sisters in their moments of joy and, I’m guessing, were drawn in because of it. Let
us all be sign and bearers of Christ’s love and joy to the young people that we serve.
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Young people who experience a Salesian school or environment will grow in body, mind
and soul. Every place where the Salesian Family is MUST be a Home, a School, a Church
and a Playground for the young. Not one element can be missing!! In Don Bosco’s oratory
criteria, these are the four components which are intrinsically connected.
I will be reflecting on the component of the playground: where friends meet to have fun and
celebrate life! This “playground” takes many forms throughout the year. Our high school
students have activities during the school day, stay afterschool for extracurricular
activities, or come back to school for evening events.
Sr. Mary Jackson, FMA
Assistant Principal I have noticed that when young people are given the
Mary Help of Christians Academy chance to play together, they go “all out”! They discover
North Haledon, NJ what it is to just be. During this time of “play”, they don’t
need to fulfill an image or role that is usually imposed
Sr. Mary is the most recently perpetually upon them such as being a student, a daughter, a son, an
professed Salesian Sister in the Eastern USA. older sibling, etc. They can be themselves and discover
She works with the 7th and 8th graders at the who they are made to be, all while having fun. One of
middle school at Mary Help of Christians our approaches is having fun; yet, our destination is
Academy. holiness. I have seen how the playground helps our
young ladies walk the path of holiness.
At Mary Help of Christians Academy our young people grow when they are given the opportunity to have fun
together and discover their talents!
Bonfires and glow in the dark volleyball nights certainly bring the playground to a whole new level. Of course,
they enjoy s’mores and the warmth of the fire. Also there is nothing like playing volleyball in the dark with a
bunch of neon shirts and glow necklaces running around. Being there and experiencing the fun is only part of
it.
Our young people they take the initiative to create our events. It is not that I make up events for them to
enjoy. The ideas and activities come from them and they make it happen. One young woman who grew into a
leadership role said: “I want people to be able to come here and have a really good time. They will have fun
and be proud of it, not ashamed. I want to give my friends a chance to be young and love it, without regrets.”
This young person “gets it”.
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I did not know exactly what Gospel Roads was, where exactly we were headed, or who in
particular we were serving. Nevertheless, I knew there was a calling for me to serve during
the summer break mission trip to New Jersey and New York. And that was enough.
The next thing I knew, I was with six other University of Illinois students from the Newman
Center, one adult and one FMA taking on the world by rebuilding a house. We spent our
first four of eight days of service in Brooklyn, repairing a
Emily Bayci
home destroyed during Hurricane Sandy in Oct. 2012.
St. John’s Newman Center
Our group worked alongside volunteers from Heart 9/11,
University of Illinois
an organization consisting of 9/11 survivors and their
Champaign, IL
families, who are dedicated to rebuilding property and
lives after disaster strikes. The volunteers sacrificed time to train us in basic construction skills like hanging
sheet rock, using screw guns and much more. The experience was much bigger than building a house or
developing ourselves. It was about transforming lives through God.
New Evangelization is something we always hear about and something our Holy Father Pope Francis
encourages us to do, but to me the idea often seemed abstract. We learned about New Evangelization this
week by living it. As the famous quote states, “Preach the Gospel always! When necessary, use words.” Sister
told us that we could be the only encounter some of these people had with the Gospel and we made sure not
to waste this opportunity.
We let our service show our amount of love and compassion for Christ. We were laughing and enjoying our
time spent together while working. We did our best to lighten the loads and raise the spirits of those we were
working with. When we first arrived, the men looked tired and worn down. After a few days, they appeared
more alive.
Our group was Jesus to them. The workers respected us, some prayed with us, and others opened up to us
with meaningful conversations about their faith lives. We loved them through our actions just as Jesus loved
us. It quickly became apparent that when we greet others with love and joy, we give them the opportunity to
respond with love and joy. The special dimension to our dynamic was having God on our side.
For every bit of joy we were able to bring to those we served, our hearts were given twice the amount. Christ
was working through the Heart 9/11 crew, the homeowner, and his 4-year-old son—even though they may not
have realized it. The work was not easy for us and it was especially difficult for me. Christ gave our trainers
unlimited patience to work with us and teach us the skills of the trade. He gave them open hearts for us and he
gave them love, which helped us become a family.
The most impactful moment for me was on the last day when I wasn’t feeling very well and went to sit outside.
The owners’ four-year-old son came outside to sit on the stoop with me. He told me all about his life and living
with his grandparents and then had me tell him stories about robots. We sat there for nearly 15 minutes when
he asked me if I was feeling better and thanked me for all of the work we were doing. “I know you’re making my
dad very happy. And me too,” he told me.
In that moment I was able to truly understand why I was doing this and I knew we would leave a lasting
memory for the homeowner and his son. This experience gave me an eye-opening understanding of New
Evangelization. It’s not about simply preaching the Gospel but rather God working through two parties to reach
one another in ways words cannot describe. Gospel Roads is about living the Gospel, proclaiming Jesus to
others and serving those in need. Here we bring Christ to service and maintain our relationships after the
service is over. Because that’s what Christ would do.
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One of the hallmarks of Summer is the increased time and opportunity for recreation: summer
leagues for sports, summer camp, trips to the beach, family vacations, and relaxed days spent
outside skateboarding, rollerblading or bike riding, to name a few. This past Memorial Day
Weekend was capped off by the visit of President Barak Obama and Governor Chris Christie to
Asbury Park, NJ on May 28th. During that visit, the governor declared that the beaches and the
boardwalk are officially reopened after the 2012 tragedy of
Fr. Abraham Feliciano, SDB Hurricane Sandy. While Memorial Day typically signals the
Province Delegate for start of Summer, for those of us in the New York
Metropolitan Area, the reopening of our beloved beaches
Youth Ministry
and boardwalks carried much greater significance than the
possibility of getting sunburned while enjoying a funnel
cake on the sand. Though way too many signs of the dark days of Sandy remain (including the once locally famous
Jet Star Roller Coaster that only recently began to be removed from the ocean), the very possibility of being able to
return to a beloved place of recreation and joy does much more than help us relax or pass the time away in
distraction.
In reading and reflecting upon these events the first association I made was with the even greater and darker
tragedy of Hurricane Katrina, and its effects, particularly on the people of New Orleans. One of the most poignant
symbols of both the calamity and the recovery of that disaster was the Louisiana Superdome. Early on, it held dark
memories of the immediate aftermath of the storm, and everything else that seemed to be going wrong. But, a little
over a year later, on September 25, 2006, it reopened with the beloved New Orleans Saints dominating and winning
23-3 their homecoming game over the Atlanta Falcons. For the people of New Orleans, just as for the people of
New Jersey and the Jersey Shore, that evening was much more than just entertainment. It was much more than
just a game or diversion. Saints Head Coach Sean Payton stated: "That game and that season . . . was the only
time that I can recall being involved in a game that was way more important than just sport."
Recreation or “having fun” can often be thought of as a merely human necessity that helps us provide balance to our
lives, and is especially important to us during our youth. As we grow older, we may come to believe that recreation
needs to be relegated to a secondary place, so that we might not become too distracted, lazy or unproductive. In
many cases, its role or significance is viewed as functional.
For us as Salesians, recreation is one of the four essential elements of the Salesian Oratory. More than just a mere
human necessity, it is part of our way of holiness. Our Rector Major, Fr. Pascual Chávez reminds us in this year’s
Strenna that Don Bosco gave emphasis to “the full use and appreciation of the value of free time” as part of the very
first oratory. Don Bosco effectively formed the first Salesians and his youth to understand that God created us for
joy in this life as well as the next. Therefore, healthy and holy recreation is crucial to any genuine Salesian
environment. Salesian recreation points to the transcendent. It points to God and Heaven. We again refer to the
Rector Major’s Strenna:
“Don Bosco took the desire for happiness the boys had and translated their joy of life into the language of
cheerfulness, of the playground, of celebration; but he never stopped pointing out to them that God was the source
of true joy.”
(continued on next page)
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Don Bosco’s holistic view of recreation finds its basis in the Bible. In the First Creation Story in the Book of Genesis,
five times it is stated that God looked upon creation and “God saw how good it was.” And, at the end of the sixth
day, “God looked at everything he had made, and he found it very good,” (Genesis 1:31). With Creation complete
God then chose the seventh day, as a day of “recreation”:
“Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed. Since on the seventh day God was finished
with the work he had been doing, he rested on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken.” (Genesis
2:1-3)
Biblical scholars tell us that the Sabbath (seventh) Day and the rest that it prescribes do not connote the absence of
activity. The “rest” that God takes is anything but idleness or laziness! The rest God takes (and invites us to
participate in) creates a special relationship between God and all creation where God’s blessings and gifts to
creation are intended to be fully enjoyed and experienced.
Recreation finds its fullest expression in the Christian Life well lived. Recreation comes from the Latin word
‘recreare’ which is translated as “to create anew, restore, refresh”. Jesus knew the importance of recreation, and
invited the disciples to rest with him (Mark 6:31, Luke 23:56). But, with his Resurrection, Jesus renewed all of
creation by allowing us to now share in his Divine Life. When we live our lives to the fullest (in the Christian Sense),
which includes play, we allow ourselves to experience the joy of Heaven, in the here and now. Therefore, as
Salesian Disciples we know that when we have good, clean fun or recreation, we can be happy, healthy, and holy.
Unfortunately, we live in a world that often obscures this reality, and tries to convince us otherwise. Innumerable are
the messages and influences that bombard us daily with the notion that only that which is sinful is enjoyable. A
former student of mine once remarked when reflecting on her four years at a Salesian high school, “I never knew
that I could have so much fun without sinning!” Don Bosco was keenly attuned to this trap that is set too frequently
for the young, and addressed it in his book, “The Companion of Youth”:
“There are two main tricks which the devil uses to seduce the young. The first is to make them believe that serving
God is synonymous with a dull life, a life without fun or pleasure. My dear boys, this is not true at all . . . Therefore,
my sons, we have been created for joy! Certainly for eternal, but also for the temporal joy of the children and the
young, the very joy of knowing that we are the children of God and that we may love Him fervently. Contrary to what
the world says, it is the yoke of sin that is heavy, but the yoke of the Lord is light.”
As we enter fully into the season of Summer, let us do so with a firm and joyful resolve to recreate to the best of our
ability in the Salesian sense. Let us enjoy God’s goodness and blessings bestowed upon us during this beautiful
season of “sun and fun”, and commit ourselves to being happy, healthy and holy. And, in doing so, we can rest
assured that we are pointing the way for ourselves and others toward the Heavenly Playground, where will we rest
with the God who made us good, and wants us to enjoy life with him for all eternity.

The Salesian "Good Night" is a tradition begun by St. John Bosco's mother, Margaret Occhiena Bosco during her time
assisting her son in the very first Salesian Oratory. Practiced throughout the Salesian World today, the "Good Night"
is a brief thought or message usually shared at the end of the day or at the conclusion of a Salesian gathering. Its
purpose is to not only provide “food for thought”, but also to offer the Salesian Family a focus, a theme, or a point of
reference that assists in discovering the deeper meaning of the day’s activities and events. It is a way to become
more sensitized to God’s action in our daily lives. By Don Bosco's own definition, the Good Night was the "key to
good moral conduct, to the good running of the house, and to success in the work of education".`
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Gospel Roads Summer 2013
is underway right now!
GRI New Orleans and GRII Port Chester
have already wrapped up!
Please keep the rest of this summer’s Gospel Roads in your prayers:
Washington, DC July 6-13
Tampa, FL July 6-13
Toronto, ON July 20-27
Stony Point, NY August 4-10
For more information about Gospel Roads
please visit us online: www.gospelroads.org

2013 Meeting for Salesian CYMs
September 17-19, 2013
Newton, New Jersey
2013 October Leadership Retreat
October 7-10, 2013
Stony Point, New York
2013 National Catholic Youth Conference
November 21-23, 2013
Indianapolis, Indiana
More information about the Salesian presence
at the NCYC will be available at www.salesianym.com

